Newsletter

S OA R

Winter 2020

Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief
SOAR Celebrates 15 Years!
Meetings and Gala in Philadelphia, March 26th-28th
The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) was
founded in the fall of 2005. Represented by 145 Chapters, 6
Junior groups, one College Group, and more than 600
volunteers worldwide, SOAR supports 44
institutions – orphanages, special boarding schools, day
centers, and orphan summer camps – in Armenia, Artsakh,
Javakh, Lebanon, and Syria. On Thursday, March 26, 2020,
SOAR will bring together staff and Chapter
volunteers in Philadelphia to hold annual meetings and
trainings. The weekend culminates on Saturday, March 28,
2020, with a gala at the Springfield Country Club in
Springfield, PA.
The Saturday night Gala, “Crimson and Crystal Celebration”,
will have many special appearances, including Mark Geragos, Esq. as the
Master of Ceremonies, Mother Arousiag Sajonian, and a special guest appearance. There will be
many more surprises, honorees, and appearances during the evening.
The night will also highlight musical performances by the Lucy Yeghiazaryan Quartet and Elie
Berberyan.
Silent auctions will be available for attendees to browse, bid, and enjoy.

If you would like to join us for this celebration, contact:
Sarah Selverian at sarah@soar-us.org or 215.514.0188
Loucine Kzelian at lkzelian@soar-us.org or 610.453.1857
Tickets can be purchased online at:
https://www.soar-us.org/event/crimson-and-crystal-celebration/

CONGRATULATIONS SOAR!!
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Development Consultant Hired
By Nune Sargsyan-SOAR Cincinnati

Based in Philadelphia, Kim Yacoubian recently joined SOAR to serve as a
centralized resource of support for the fundraising efforts of our global
network of Chapters.
Kim started her career in the nonprofit sector serving as Press Office Writer,
Main NGO Representative to the United Nations, and Director of the Young
Professionals program for the Armenian General Benevolent Union.
Kim then joined JDRF as a Development Manager where she was honored with a SPOT Award for
her performance overseeing the fundraising efforts for their two largest walkathons in the
Philadelphia area.
The Center Foundation was her next career move where she oversaw the organization’s teen
mentorship programs, ending her time there as the Executive Director of the organization.
As Kim settles into her new role at SOAR, she kindly agreed to answer a few questions.
Question: What motivated you to join SOAR team and what do you see as your most pressing
goal/task within next year?
Answer: I have been familiar with the good work of SOAR since my brother, George Yacoubian,
founded the organization 15 years ago after adopting my oldest niece Liliana from Armenia. He
shared with me the organization’s current efforts to strengthen Chapter fundraising; thus, my
focus in 2020 will be to partner closely with the Chapters to assess their fundraising goals and
strategies, establish benchmarks, and generate/increase revenue. Given my professional
background in the nonprofit sector, I am confident I possess the expertise to do so and make a
difference for SOAR.
Question: What’s your favorite thing about fundraising?
Answer: The growth and sustainability of any nonprofit is inextricably linked to a robust and
stable fundraising program. Grassroots fundraising in particular - which provides a platform for
passionate volunteers to connect to the mission of a nonprofit - is one of my favorite forms of
fundraising.
Question: Where can you be found on a Saturday morning?
Answer: At home with a fresh cup of coffee checking my finances.
Please take a few minutes to welcome Kim to our SOAR Family!
She can be reached at kyacoubian@soar-us.org or 908-208-6086.
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Big hugs, warm bread, welcoming smiles…
By Nune Sargsyan-SOAR Cincinnati

This is how SOAR’s newly opened Transitional Center (TC)
greeted its first three residents in December: Liana, Astghik
and Sima. The Center is the first of its kind in Gyumri –
a residential setting for older teenage girls who have
outgrown the traditional orphanage but are not yet ready
for independent living.
The new Center is conducive to residents’ academic
aspirations, creativity, and volunteerism. This will be
a nurturing and reassuring environment for the residents
to prepare themselves for independent life. The new TC will
help teen girls prepare to start their adult lives, mature into independent individuals, and help navigate
an uneasy phase in their young adulthood.
You may ask: “How exactly the new Transitional Center will help?” Read the story of two sisters, Anna
and Tatev, who blossomed into mature and self-sufficient young women thanks to the help of our
SOAR-supported Transitional Center in Vanadzor. You can find their full story here:
https://www.soar-us.org/sponsorship-highlights-2018/#sisters
The girls can stay at Gyumri TC until they reach age of 23. Every effort will be put forward to ensure
that they leave the TC safe, independent, and having a job to make a living.

We look forward to our first graduating class!
New Chapters and SOAR’s First College Group
SOAR welcomes 2 new Chapters:
Krasnodar
Clearwater, FL
SOAR also welcomes our first College Group at Assumption College – Worcester, MA!
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Christmas Parties in Armenia, Lebanon, and Syria
For the past several years, with the overwhelming support
of our many donors, SOAR has funded a Christmas
celebration and a gift for every child in our supported
facilities. This year was no different. In the past,
celebrations have been held in Armenia, Lebanon, Istanbul, and
Syria. For the past two years, a collaborative celebration has
been held for several of the facilities located in Armenia, so they
could gather together for the festivities.
See a video of 2019’s fun here:
https://www.soar-us.org/distributions-2019/#christmas
With continued support, SOAR will continue to ensure that
no child is ever forgotten at Christmas!
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